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PLAN
Bounded by protected bush and split by  
a creek that runs all year round, the site of 
this home sets the tone for nature lovers 
and seekers after peace alike. What awaits 
within is a raw appreciation of robust 
materials and Japanese aesthetics that will 
take the owners into old age with style.

Retirement

WORDS Claire Watkins  PHOTOGRAPHY Robert Frith, 
Acorn Photography  STYLING Jenn Hiller

02

The vision for this 20-hectare site 
began more than a decade ago, 
when the owners purchased 10 
poorly farmed lots on Bedfordale 
Hill for their retirement. Not 
only were they seeking a tranquil 
sanctuary, it was also important to 
accommodate their ageing journey, 
through a combination of forward-
thinking design, state-of-the-art 
technologies, and financial and 
environmental sustainability.

The architecture of this home is 
restrained, where the distinction 
between the inside and outside 

spaces is blurred, and views of the 
changing seasons and spectacular 
landscape can be enjoyed from multiple 
vantage points. Every material has been 
carefully considered, each turn of a corner 
bringing with it a surprise.  

For such a detailed brief and large- 
scale project, a flexible and adaptable 
approach to design was required – 
something that perfectly suited the  
values and benchmarks set by Suzanne 
Hunt Architect.

With part of the site bordering Albany 
Highway, it was important to ensure 
that the busy road became unnoticeable 
once the house was built. “When we first 
visited the site, the noise from the trucks 
changing gears was very obvious,” says 
Suzanne. “For this reason, existing native 
bush around the boundaries was retained 
and enhanced, particularly to the south, 
as a further barrier to the highway.” It was 
also here, at the south of the site, where 

Suzanne designed pavilions that included 
service areas, a garage and a pool building, 
to further block out the noise and view. 

The site is split by a creek that was 
originally an Indigenous watering hole, 
while a number of dams, springs, and  
a couple of houses and farm sheds were 
also found on the block. It was important 
that the house was embedded in the 
landscape and had a direct connection 
with these dams and creek beds where 
native wildlife met and nested. However 
this created the need to excavate into the 
hill, and the old farmland. 

“The excavation process proved to 
be an obstacle, but also a wonderful 
opportunity,” says Suzanne. “As we 
excavated under the white clay, we found 
local rock in the form of boulders as big 
as small cars.” The boulders were crushed 
and eventually used to form the beautifully 
authentic rammed earth walls of the home, 
further enhancing its connection with  
the unique site. 

“We tried to imbue the elegance of 
Japanese architecture, in that it appeals 

01 The architect and client jointly designed this sliding  
shoji screen-style teak and glass door, based on traditional 
Japanese themes.

02 The existing bushland was retained at the edge of the 
property to assist with exclusion of traffic noise.
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to the mind as much as the eye,” says 
Suzanne. A number of intimate single-level 
stone- and slate-roofed pavilions were 
designed, interconnected by a curvilinear 
rammed earth wall, koi ponds, sculpted 
courtyards and timber decks to create 
a seamless fusion of indoor and outdoor 
living spaces. 

The uncluttered interior and  
minimalist furnishings resonate  
a calmness that allows the building’s  
bones to become the decoration. “We 
invested in carefully detailing all the 
internal materiality junctions to ensure 
that this specific feature of traditional 
Japanese architecture was achieved.” 
Traditional separation of spaces is replaced 
by bespoke cabinetry, sliding shoji screen 
walls, and detailed ceilings. 

It’s undeniably evident, the passion for 
honest and robust materials the owners 
have, with stone, timber and slate forming 
the crux of the selection. “We used  
a number of different timbers throughout 
the home in the way of decking, window 
frames and doors, ceilings, eaves lining, 
veneer wall panelling, and cabinetry.” 
Taking pride in the high level of detailing, 
Suzanne’s team ensured every element 
of timber work was considered. A timber 
transom continues around the house under 
high-level windows, housing screens, 
shading devices and lighting. “We utilised 
timber in our ceilings to delineate spaces 

by changing the detail and heights, rather 
than using walls,” she says.

The home is a prime example of how 
thoughtfully designed and sensitively built 
low-energy, sustainable structures can 
display elegance and openness to nature 
without the ‘ugly’ tag. The lack of scheme 
water, the sewerage, and the regular power 
outages ensured that, out of necessity, 
design, materiality, adaptability and 
sustainability would be equal key drivers 
in the brief.

The orientation of the house on the 
east-west long axis makes the most of 
natural weather conditions, including solar 
gain, natural light and the capturing of 
prevailing breezes to naturally ventilate 
the house. High-level remote-controlled 
windows, sliding glass doors, and louvred 
and sashless windows further ensure 
plenty of cross-flow ventilation. 

03

03 Unstained Queensland walnut veneer to the galley kitchen 
cabinets adds warmth to a space that features granite tops and 
splashbacks, and dark travertine flooring.

04 A shoji screen leads to the main ensuite pavilion, where  
a floor-to-ceiling bedhead with recessed bedside tables divides 
the sleeping quarters from the luxurious ensuite. When the door 
is open, the shoji screen appears like a piece of art on the wall.

05 Providing the perfect spot to soak up the winter sun, the 
spacious conservatory features bifold doors that open up to the 
koi pond and landscaped gardens beyond. A remote-controlled 
external retractable blind covers the glass roof when required, 
while teak ceiling fans from Eco Outdoor provide airflow in the 
warmer months. 
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Safeguarding the owners’ financial and 
environmental sustainability, Bedfordale 
House’s symbiotic relationship with its 
semi-rural location is demonstrated in 
the connection with the landscape and 
integration of passive and active design 
solutions. It has been designed primarily 
with the future in mind, whereby  
a current office space will seamlessly 
transform into accommodation for a live-
in nurse. The house is on a single level, 
making it wheelchair-friendly, and  
a therapeutic heated 20m walking lap pool 
is accommodated in a beautiful rammed 
earth building, with windows at floor 
height encapsulating the views. It truly is  
a reflection of all of life’s luxuries with 
which to enjoy retirement.  

06 Lined in Bisazza L’Elba mosaic, the therapeutic heated lap 
pool by Exclusive Pools is designed for walking. Windows are 
run to floor level to ensure the user feels part of nature, while the 
Galaxy ceiling lighting adds to the ambience at night. 

07 The view looking north-east from the entry foyer delights the 
senses with a koi pond, a bridge crossing to the main bedroom 
pavilion, and the glass conservatory to the left. This angle alone 
takes in the robust teak detailing, frameless corner windows, 
basalt walls, and zinc gutter system.

06

07

“You can really feel the  
symbiosis between the  
architecture, interior design  
and the landscaping.”
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“We used a number of different timbers throughout the home 
in the way of decking, window frames and doors, ceilings, 
eaves lining, veneer wall panelling, and cabinetry.”

08

The light-filled view from the dining area through to the entry reveals 
Victorian Ash ebony-stained boards and battens to the ceilings and hallway 
wall in a range of interesting angles and levels. 
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DESIGN FILE
Architect Suzanne Hunt on the inspiration 
behind the design. 

What is your favourite feature of the home?
The tranquillity, light and connection to the 
landscape – you can really feel the symbiosis 
between the architecture, interior design and the 
landscaping. And, of course, the fact that my clients 
are so happy living in their new home – they love it! 
Creating spaces and places that enrich the lives of 
the people who live in or use them is the foundation 
of what we do as architects, and this is what good 
architecture is all about. 

What was the inspiration behind the materials 
that were selected?
My main inspiration was my clients and their 
amazing collections. I loved the materials we 
selected for their honesty, robustness, connection 
to the land and their link to a Japanese aesthetic. 

What are some of your favourite materials to 
work with at the moment?
My favourite material is timber – I love the texture, 
colour and myriad ways you can use it – plus good-
quality stone products, copper and zinc. 

CONTACTS
Suzanne Hunt Architect (08) 9381 8436, suzannehuntarchitect.
com (architect and interior design)  Gransden Construction 
(08) 9389 1350, gransden.com.au (builder)  Kylie Grimwood – in 
collaboration with the client (02) 9699 9881, (interior furnishings)  
Abbott’solutely Timber (08) 9439 5661, abbottsolutelytimber.
com.au (timber)  Bayview Blinds & Shutters 0409 951 538 
(blinds)  Bernini (08) 9388 1193, bernini.com.au (stone)  Carter 
Roofing & Slating 0415 148 844, carterroofing.com.au (roof 
and solar panels) DKA (08) 9388 9933, dkashowrooms.com.au 
(appliances)  Drage Furniture (08) 9249 4670, dragefurniture.
com (cabinetry)  HALO (08) 9221 5544, halolighting.com.au 
(lighting)  K&D Kealley Stonemasons (08) 9454 8674 (stone 
masonry)  Lightwerk (08) 9362 3366, lightwerk.com.au (lighting)  
Reece (08) 9284 6300, reece.com.au (plumbing fixture). 

09
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09 The three pavilions lit up at night reveal the true beauty and 
contrast of immaculately landscaped areas in the foreground 
with the backdrop of natural bushland. 

10 The resort-style main ensuite features a sliding glass door 
that opens to the courtyard and pool beyond. The Apaiser 
Seascapes stone composite charcoal bath from Rogerseller is 
complemented by the Gessi Rettangolo tap from Reece, and 
Becagli Dark Travertine stone floor and wall from Bernini. 

“We tried to imbue the elegance of Japanese architecture, 
in that it appeals to the mind as much as the eye.”


