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PROPERTY PPPOST

■ High ceilings and fresh, white walls make the living area spacious and bright. ■ Step out of the apartment into the heart of North Fremantle.

There’s something charm-
ing and cosmopolitan 

about this North Freo 
apartment.

You enter it almost di-
rectly from the street, duck-
ing in from the pavement 
to a bright and peaceful 
haven.

Recently painted and 
carpeted, the two-storey 
apartment surprises with 
its space and its relaxed, 
Freo aesthetic.

High wood-panelled 
ceilings, painted white to 
match the walls, comple-
ment the large wall of 
glass and french doors 
inlaid with metal in a style 
reminiscent of Subiaco 
architect Brian Klopper.

Irregular-shaped spaces 
buck the conformity and 
rectilinear limitations of 
traditional apartments and 
create a quirky vibe.

The large french doors 
pivot back to open fully on 
to a covered alfresco area 
with face-brick paving and 

an overhead fan.
There are pleasant 

views from the two gen-
erous-sized bedrooms 
upstairs.

The main bedroom has 
a northeast-facing juliet 
balcony with wrought iron 
curlicued balustrade – a 
romantic touch for those 
who enjoy sipping their 
morning coffee in the sun.

The owners say they 
have always loved the 
design, layout and sense 
of space in the apartment.

“We love the way the 
open-plan living area fl ows 

out to the private court-
yard,” they said.

“It’s a very inviting space 
for entertaining.” 

With the beach, river, 
North Fremantle’s hip 
shopping strip and the rail-
way all within easy walking 
distance, this apartment is 
a perfect pied-a-terre.

– LOUISA WALES

Apt for entertaining, North Freo style

➊ Heart of North Freo 
➋ Private courtyard 
➌ Entry-level price 

AGENT: Nathan Hewitt, Yard 
Property.

Things you will love
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5/12-14 Pensioner 
Guard Road
NORTH FREMANTLE
From $575,000
Yard Property

■  The compact kitchen has a fi ve-burner gas stovetop and 
European oven.

So you have purchased 
an old house, wh at next?
We’ve discussed previ-

ously the importance of 
getting professional advice 
before you buy a property, 
but what happens after you 
get the keys? 

If you start by down-
loading a design app, take 
care – before you know it, 
you could have an 800sq.m 
house fi lled with beautiful 
materials and a million-
dollar budget.

Many people think an 
architect’s fee will eat 
into their budget or that 
architects don’t work on 
small projects.  

In fact, architects design 
homes for all budgets, giv-

ing you more bang for your 
buck by helping you come 
to grips with the tug-of-war 
between your brief and 
your budget. 

Here are some tips:
■ Don’t overcapitalise. 

Your design should pro-
vide accommodation and a 
total end cost in line with 
the local market. However, 
you can spend a little more 
if you plan to live there for 
a long time.
■ Know the difference 
between cost of works 
and total project cost. 

The former encompasses 
the cost for the builder to 
build your dream home, 
based on your architect’s 
drawings and specifi cation 
including the builder’s 
margins. The good stuff!

The total project cost is 
really important for your 
budget calculations be-
cause it includes hidden or 
forgotten costs such as fees 
for planning and building 
approvals, professional 
consultants, and works 
that may not be included 
in the builder’s scope such 
as landscaping, a pool or 
window furnishings. 
■ Prioritise. 

What are the things you 
need, rather than want? 

Ask your architect to 
prepare a master-plan for 
costings and approval, then 
stage the works as your 
budget allows. 

For example, renovate 
the old house fi rst, and 
complete an addition later. 
Spend more on kitchens, 
doors and windows and 
save money on carpets, 
curtains and blinds. 

These items can be eas-
ily upgraded later.

■ Be smart. 
If the old house has 

good bones, re-use them 
for compatible spaces such 
as bedrooms and studies. 
This will save you money. 
An existing room could be 
sacrifi ced for a kid’s bath-
room and parents’ ensuite. 

New additions should 
include the large open-plan 
rooms such as kitchen, din-
ing and living spaces.
■ Make every square 
metre count. 

Size and material se-
lections do matter. Each 
square metre of fi nished 
space can cost between 
$2000 and $4000 or more, 
so choose wisely. 

Do you really need a 
home-theatre room or a new 
“Wallander-styled” study, 
or can you re-purpose or 
dual-purpose other spaces? 
■  Budget for the 
inevitable. 

If you have bought an 
old home, budget for a full 
re-plumb and re-wire from 
the beginning and always 
include a 10% contingency 
in your calculations for the 
(inevitable) unexpected. 

If the inevitable doesn’t 
eventuate, go and have a 
lovely meal with someone 
special!

However you choose to 
tackle your project, this is 
an important investment 
and it must suit you, your 
family and your lifestyle. 

Have fun, be kind to 
yourself because we all 
make mistakes, and #usean-
architect on social media.

Renovations that 
save money
brief
WITH  
SUZIE  HUNT

architect’s

■ Suzanne Hunt is the WA 
President of the Australian 
Institute of Architects. 
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